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RESPONDING TO POETRY
Method for Writing about Poetry

Introduction
Briefly introduce the title and the poet.

- Explain what the title suggests.
- Classify the poem (thymed vs. unrhymed, lyric vs. narrative, fixed (epic, ballad,

sonnet, etc.) vs. free verse).
Describe the persona (speaker) and the subject of the poem.

Theme

What universal idea does the poet seem to be addressing in the work? Try to group’

different ideas if there are multiple themes. If there is a story mvolved, briefly
explam the story.
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Imagery and Tone

' Describe how the poet tises i imagery to evoke certain reactlons/memones in the

reader.
Describe specific words the poet chooses and why these words are significant.
Describe the speaker’s tone and whether this tone shlfts throughout the poem.

Form and Structure ‘
Descnbe how the poem is orgamzed (]mes, stanzas, shape)
re pacthas sequenced idea, t Qﬁhg,e,%g@{attem of ideas, thyme

Descnbe the use of rhyme and rhythm in the poem and the effect this has on the
overall meaning of the poem.

Language Patterns

Describe how the poet uses poetie devices (similes, metaphors, hyperbole
personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia, allusions) to enhance the meamng
Describe any ambiguous phrases used in the poem.

Poet’s Message _
Describe what the poet is trying to communicate to the reader and your personal
response to the poem.
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