The Odyssey Essay Assignment

Directions: Select one topic from below and craft an essay 

Due Date: Friday, October 10th
Requirements: 2-3 Pages, MLA Format, Works Cited, 1 Primary and 1 Secondary Source

1. Explore the theme of deception and lying in The Odyssey. In what sense is it a virtue? In what sense is it corrupt? What are the various aims of deception? Consider how it relates to the motifs of disguise and transformation. 

2. Is Odysseus a true hero? Why or why not? Look at what aspects of heroism he has or does not have in order to answer this question. 


3. Identify any foil characters in the epic. Compare and contrast these two characters. 

4. We have discussed how Odysseus essentially chooses for himself humanity and its limitations rather than limitlessness of the gods. The voyage home then presents a particular conception of what it means to be human. According to your interpretation of Odysseus’s voyage, what do you think the poem teaches us about the human condition? (Humans tend to act how instead of 
5. Choose your own topic (must be approved first)

