Romeo and Juliet Essay Assignment
Directions: Select one topic from below and craft an essay 
Due Date: Friday, March 6th
Requirements: 2-3 Pages, MLA Format, Works Cited, 1 Primary and 1 Secondary Source
1. Explore the themes of love and hate in Romeo and Juliet. In what sense is the extreme loyalty and love a virtue? In what sense is it a vice? What is Shakespeare trying to convey with the juxtaposition of the extreme emotions?
2. Discuss and analyze the appearance of Storge love in Romeo and Juliet.  How do the two teenagers interact with their parents?  Are they rebellious in the modern sense?  How do their parents feel about them? 

3. Identify any foil characters in the play. Compare and contrast these two characters.
4.  Analyze the roles of the Nurse and Friar Laurence as mentors or parental figures.  Do these two characters do the “right thing” in their relationships with the two teenagers?
5. Shakespeare was considered an expert at using figurative language.  Consider how the use of metaphor, simile, personification, and verbal irony contributes to the meaning of one of the play’s longer speeches.  Pick one speech, have your selection approved by Ms. Turner, analyze the speech and explain its figurative language. 
6. Choose your own topic (must be approved first).


