Ladders of Questions for Literary Analysis
(from The AP Vertical Teams Guide for English. 2™ edition. The College Board, 2002, 109-112.)

Types of Questions and Answers

Literal Interpretive Experience-Based
Questions Questions Questions
e Factual e Inferential ¢ Connecting
e Address key elements e Motive of author or a e Link text to prior
character knowledge, other texts,
or experiences
Answers Answers Answers

e Found directly in text

e Good answers led to an
accurate and complete
summary of text

e Found by following
patterns and seeing
relationships among
parts of the text

e Good answers lead to
an identification of the
significant patterns

e Found by testing the
ideas of a text against
readers’ schema

e Good answers lead to
an appreciation of the
text and further
discussion




