First Semester Research Paper
American Literature
Kirkland


The time has come to embark upon our journey of research. We will focus our research around the various critical lenses, also known as literary theory, which we studied in class.  

The assignments below will help you keep your student on track in order to participate in every part of the research project. If students fall behind in the process, they will be behind in the research paper.  

In Class


The students will be learning and taking notes on MLA format, various sources, instructions on writing source cards, documenting quotations, documenting paraphrases, and documenting summaries. Please encourage your student to take notes during these pivotal times of instruction.
Key Requirements

**This paper is 20% of the semester grade**

· 5 Sources (2 primary source and 3critical articles)

· List of Works Cited entries with corresponding quotes (on source cards or other form of documentation)
· Source Citations documented on handout 
· 5 Direct Quotations, 1 from each source

· 5 Paraphrases, 1 from each source

Final product must be a 4-page minimum, 6-page maximum paper in MLA manuscript form. The required Works Cited page is not included in the length requirements. 

Important Due Dates
· Thesis Due: Monday, November 4th 
· Brainstorm Due (see document on website): Wednesday, November 6th 
· Sources Citations Document (see document on website): Friday, November 8th   
· Rough Draft: Tuesday, November 11th 
· Final: Friday, November 15th  (AT BEGINNING OF CLASS – PRINTED HARD COPY)
Research Topic

Compare and contrast two works that we have read this semester.  

