Paper #1
English III: American Literature
Kirkland and League


The time has come to write our first paper, and we will focus our paper on outside research and persuasion.  From the beginning of the semester we have been discussing ideas surrounding morality, freedom, and God. These ideas shape our identities and beliefs, so to know where we stand helps us know who we are. 

In Class


The students will be learning and taking notes on MLA format, various sources, and instructions on documenting quotations, documenting paraphrases, and documenting summaries. Please take notes during these pivotal times of instruction.

Key Requirements

**This paper is 10% of the semester grade**

· 3 Sources (1 primary source and 2 critical articles)

· Include:
· 3 Direct Quotations, 1 from each source

· 3 Paraphrases, 1 from each source

Final product must be a 2-page minimum, 3-page maximum paper in MLA manuscript form (typed). The required Works Cited page is not included in the length requirements. 

Important Due Dates

· Thesis Due: Thursday, September 20
· Sources (Citations): Friday, September 21
· Quotes:  Monday, September 24
· Rough Draft: Tuesday, September 25

· Final: Thursday, September 27

Essay Topics

1. America was founded on the idea of freedom and rights. We see in our text, and we will continue to see, how America may or may not contradict the foundation upon which we built this country. Has America stayed true to the rights and liberties first implemented? Use your knowledge of Native Americans, Pilgrims, Puritans, and imperialism to persuade your audience. 
2. People first came to America in search of better futures for their families. Today, the laws regarding entering the United States as a citizen have become stricter (if not impossible). Examine the idea if immigration. Using your knowledge and thoughts regarding citizenship, persuade your audience to be for or against stricter immigration and citizenship laws. 
3. Come up with your own topic. The topic must relate to the ideas and concepts we’ve been discussing in class, and the essay must be approved by Mrs. KC or Mrs. League
